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TueSPEAKER ook the chuir at 4.300'cléck,
p-o.
PRAYERSH.

SHEEP QUARANTINE IN VICTORIA
~ DISTRICT.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): I
have much pleasure in informing the House
that I have received a telegrawm from the
Chief Inspector of Stock, informing me that o

. the Resident Magistrate.
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“ gequence of these false representations obtain
'from the anid John James Barker the sumof
“ £62 105.—£50 in cash and a promissory note
* for £12 10s., with intent to defraud him of the
“anme.” 'That was the charge against him,and
it appears he was brought before the Court of
Quarter Sessions at Geraldton, was tried, and
was sentenced to three years' imprisonment by
So far a9 the Resid-
ent Magistrate at Geraldton is concerned, 1
bave not & word to say against Mr. Brown,
for | believe, from a life-long knowledge of
him, that he is a' ove suspicion as repurds his
doing naything intentionully wrong or unjust.
1 want to establigh that, at the untset, so that
hon. members may understund it is with no
desire to say anything against the magistrate
himself that I bring this matter forward; but
what I do find fanlt with, is the lnw as itexists
in this colony. This man, Gilchriat, was, fivat;
of all, charged with this offence. Mr. Brown,
as Resident Magistrate, acted in the capacity
of grand jury—TI think I am correct in saying

- so—by finding a true Lill agninst the prisonar,

.+ a few days

large flock of sheep, lately in guarantine, have

been relensed from quaruntine; so that there
awre not now any sheep quaruntined in the
Yictoria district.

THE CASE OF ALEXANDER GILCHRIST.

Mg. WOOD: By your permission, Sir, I rige
now to move the ndjournment of the Houee, in
order to bring under the notice of hon.
members the case of Alexander Gilchrist, who
was convicted at Geraldton, 1 think,in May
last. I will read an exteact from the Geraldion
Ezpress, which says:—* Alexander Gilchrist
« was charged with that he did, on the 7th
«of January, 1895, falsely represent to one
«t John James Barker that he was aleader of o
« prospecting expedition, towards which, him-
wgolf and Lord Percy Douglas, and a Mr.
« Eyre, had each contributed £250,and had a
« fourth share each in the syndicate, and that
«the paid up capital of this syndicate was
« £1,000, and that the expedition was to pros-
« pect; for gold and other precious stones, and
« Jook for good pastoral country in the Northb-
« west of this colony, and that he did in con-

The next step was that the same mugistrate,
or weeks afterwards, sat, in
judgment on the case at the Quarter
Sessions. I find fanlt with this pro-
cedure, not as being the foult of the magis-
trate, but as being the low of thecolony. The
law i5 at fanlt in providing that the samme
magistrate who commits a prisoner for trial
may afterwards sit in judgment on him at
the trial, thereby placing the mngistrate in un
invidious and wrong position. Gilchrist was
tried and committed ; and then the case waus
remitted, I thirk for the Attorney-General’s
opinion, and be at once saw that the con-
viction was, at al! events technically, wrong.
Gilchrist was consequently set at liberty, but
he had suffered the penalty of three or four
months’ imprisenment, wherens, he shiould not
have suffered for an hour or aminute. I will
now read extracts, if I am in order, from a
leading article in the Geraldion Ezpress, apd
hon. members can take them for what they
are worth. If the facts as stated commend
themselvea to hon. members, the matter will
bein order. The articlo says : “ In our issue of

. * the Advertiser of day 20th we first published

" some account of the circumstances attending
“ the release of Alexander Gilehrist from

. ' prison, after eerving a little over a wonth

* put of a sentence of three years penal servi-

, *tude imposed on him by the magistrate

“ sitting at the last Geraldton Quarter
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" Sessions. This case throughout has pre.
" sented some remarkable features. It is pro-
“ bably only a coincidence, but it is alzo a
“ gerioas fact that the prisoner was committed
 for trial by the very magistrate by whom he
“ was subsequently tried. The exnct use of
“ gomwitting a man to be retried by the same
" magistrates, who have acguired a bias—
" possibly unconscious, but none the less bing—
‘“ from the mere fact of huving previously pro-
“ nounced the prisoner prima facie guilty, is
*“not to us appavent, unless this peculiar
* method of working legal apparatus be devised
“ for the express purpose of preventing the
“ nequittal or escape of nny mun unfortunate
* enongh to be charged with a erime. Apart
“ entirely from the merits of this particular
“ cuge, this mwethod of trying prisoners is
“ radically wrong, and does not conduce either
“ to the maintenunce of the dignity of the law
"or tothe propoer and efficient administration
“ of justice. It is nothing short of scandalous,
“ that the power of inflicting long sentences,
“asuch us that meted out to Gilchrist,
“should be given to laymen at all” 'The
article goes on to comimnent on Mr. Mait-
land Brown ns a magistrate, but Iam not geing
to quote these comments, because I do nob
agree with them. I will now come to the
evidence for the prosecution, as stated in the
article :—"The evidence for the prosecution
* was adduced by Johu Jumes Barker and Punl
“ Llwood, from whom the moneys had been
* obtuined by the representations mentioned
“jn the iudictment. Barker stated thut he
* had met the accused in Perth onJanuary 1st,
* and that he (accnsed) told him that he was
“a member and leader of un cxpedition in
“which Lord Percy Douglas and Mr. C. G.
“ Eyre were interested, and that the eapital
“ of the syndicate financing the expedition was
¢ £1,000. The expedition was to proceed to the
¢ North-West to look for gold, precious stones,
* pastoral land, ete. Gilehrist, in reply to
 enguires mude by the witness, said he would
“ be willing to dispose of an eighth share in
“ the coneern, which he did. Burker payisg
* over £62 10s. and Gilchrist giving him an
 agreement constituting him a member of the
« gyndicate. The three—Gilchrist, Barker, and
« Elwood—left on January 6th for Wyndhum,
*“but on arriving ab Geraldton, Gilchrist
« gverred that he had left his gold Delt, con-
“ taining sowe £300 in it, at Fremantle, and
“ was desirous of going back for it, telegraph
o communication being then cut off. The two
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 witnesses for the prosecution then demanded

“their wmoney back. Gilchrist refused
“ this, whereupon they Inid an information,
“alleging that the moncy had heen

“ obtained under fulse pretences, and Gil-
* chrigt was arrested and charged as ubove.”
I will next quote what the article says wus to
the defence :—* ‘r'he defence in the case von-
“r gisted for the wost part of the raising of the
“ doubt before mentioned as sufficient in itself
“ to seonre un acgnittal, and of u flnt deniul of
* the suppositions (not facts, re-nember) raised
“ by the prosccution. Leord Douglis was in
“ England,” The article goes on with a little
discursive abuse of Lord Percy Douglas, but 1
will puss over that ind rvad further.—" After
“ the affair was over, the unhappy prisoner
' communicated with his wife und other friends
“ it Sydney, who interested the Rev. E. T.
* Dunstan (forwerly of Perth), in his behalf,
* He wrote to ithe Rev. G. E. Rowe, communi-
“ cntion was opened with Lord Douglas, and
“ with Mr. Eyve, und the resull wus the trinmp-
‘ hant vindicution of the prisoner, whosc state-
“ ments weic found to be truthlul in every
“ particular but omre, which was the amount of
“ money secreted in the belt, and which alleged
“ statemunt must be token on the word of the
“ prosceution.” 'l'o this I may add that, when
the matter came hefore the Full t'ourt
in Perth, on the 16th July, the Chief Justice
delivered judgment in the cuse Regina v.
Giilehrist, which was reported in u Ferth
newspaper as fullows:—" The Court delivered
“ judgment on a cuse stated by the Chairmun
“of the Geraldton Bench (My. DMaitland
" Brown) on the point us to whether ome
* partner in a contract could bring a criminal
“ prosecution for [False pretences against
“another partoer in the contract. “ The
" facts of the case were that Gilchrist was
«“convicted for false pretences in respect
* of a prospecting ryndicate, on the informa-
“tion of one Barker. After reviewing the
“ gvidence, His Honor the Chicf Justice sard he
“ was of opiniea lhal the convietion should be
“ gquashed as there was no real evidence to go lo
** the jury, although it was full of grave suspic-
ion.” I think these remarks of the Chief Jus-
tice ure sufliciently strong to show that Gil-
christ ahould never have been in the position
in which he was placed.

TrE ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8. Burt}
What are you reading from ?

Mz. WOOD : Iam reading from unewspaper
report of the judgment,
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Tue ArTonNET-GENERAL : Thut is not huif
of what was said.

[8 OcromEr, 1893.]

Mg. WOOD : 1 bavervead all that isreported. :

My object in bringing this wotter before the
House is to get an  expression from hon.
members in fuvor of agking the Government
to give this man some compensation for the
imprisonment and injury he has wrongly
suffcred. I think as injustice hus been done,
and there is nothing so dear to men as their
liberty, and nothing so dreadful as fo he cast
inte prison for an offeuce of which they are
not guilty. The Atiorney-General must ad-
mit—indeed his own nction in the case is an
ndmission—that this man was wrongly con-
victed and improperly puvished ; and that,
had the case been brought before the Attorney-
General as a grand jury, I take it that he
would not have found a true bill against this
man. ‘Thatis sufficient to show that Gilchrist
has suffered a great wrong ; and [ appeal to
hon. members to join with me in urging on
the Government to make some sort of re-
compense to Gilchrist for what he has
anffered. 7The Attorney-General will perhaps
bring wup, in his reply, something as to
Gilchrist’s private chavacter ; but T can
contend that such evidence can have nothing
to do with the merits of this casa. If this
man has heen guilty of any indiscretion in
nnother colony at some previous time—and I
should like t0 know who amongst us has not
been guilty of indiseretion at times—-

Mr. Leare: This is a question of com-
pensation.

M=. WOOD: Tf the hon. member ia against
justice heing done to an injured man —

Mr. Leage: I did not say that.

Mr. WOOD : I hope hon. members will try
to put themselves in this man’s place, in look-
ing, at the question and see how they would
like it. 1f they look at it in that way, T am
sure they will at once say, this man shounld
have some compensation. | know that some
mntters affecting this man’s charncter at a
previous period will be brought up by the
Attorney-General, Iknow that, because thig
ia not the first time I have had the erse in
hand. I have interviewed the Attorney-
General on several ocensions, and not being
able toget aatisfaction from him, Thave had to
bring the case before this House. It would
have been impossible to bring a potiticn before
the House asking for compensation, without
the assent of the Government; and as the
Speaker ruled me out of order when taking

#
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such action, in an earlier part of the session,
was not going to commit the same error again.
The Attorney-General may now bring up some
incidents affecting the personal character of
Mr. Gilchrist, but these have little or
nothing 1o do with this cnse; for I
contend that, although this man may have
been pguilty of indiscretion at tiwmes, yet
these should not ulfect the merits of the pre-
sent cage. Whether Gilchrist was, nt some
time, a confirmed drunkord, or whether he
habitunlly nssociated with improper persons,
hns nothing to do with this ecase; and 1 do
{rust hon. members will disassociate himfrom
anything of that sort, and treal this case on
its merits. ''he Government, I take it, have
only oove desire, and that is to see justice done
to every British subject in this colony. I feel
certain that the Attorney-General, although
he is the legal adviser to the Crown, will pot
allow any feclings of that sort to interfere
with his sense of justice, which I know to be
very keen. I know the sense of justice of the
Premier, and of other members of the Cabinet,
is just what it cught to be; und I take it they
are all hovorable men, and would like to see
justice dene. T wish [ had the eloquence of

.the hon. member for Geraldton to plead the

cause in this House, and I only trust he will
give me the nesistance [should give him, under
similar circutnstances. T trust the hon, mem-
bers on this side of the House, and the hon.
members for Nannine and Geraldion on the
other side, and all other hon. members who
are in favor of right and justice being done,
will give me their help in this mutter, inasking
tne Government to do what is proper in the
case. 1 donot want to bully the Government,
in any way, but I do urge on them to do the
thivg that is mght. [ have heen particalarly
agked by Mr. Gilchrist to put in some testi-
inonials of his, from another colony, and also
from persons in thig celony. Mr. Gilchristis a
man who occupies, or did occupy, n very good
position in New South Wales. He is a Fellow of
the Koyal Geographical Society of England ;
he wus a Jusiice of the Peace in New South
Wales for inany yeors, and alse held honorable
and highpositions in connection with ¢hurches.
This fiest testimonial is from the trostees of
the Qucensland Gold and Mondic Mining
Company :—* We have much pleasure in atat-
*ing that Mr. Alex, Gilchrist performed all the
“ managerial duties herein conti.ined, includ-
* the erectien and working of the varioas gold-
« extrncting applinnces, to the satisfaction of
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“all concerncd and intevested. We have
« pleasure and coufidence in recommending
“ Mr. Alex. Gilchrist as a high-class miner, to
*any company or aay one requiring his see-
“ vices :— (Signed) Georee Lorp CARTER,
“M.L.A.; Joun L. CasTNER, Trustees for the
* above company.” Avother testitmonial to Mr,
@Gilchrist’'s choracter is dated Sydney, 18th
March, 1887, and says :—* I have much plea-
“sure in testifyiug to the satisfuctory manner
* you discharged your duties as manager, in
“ connection with the Havenswood Gold-
“mining and Ore-dressing Company, whilst
“gecretnry and legal manager. You were always
“punctual and regulur im your veturns, and
“showedevery dusireto carryout the wighes of
“ the lroard of directors. Wishing you every
“guccess.—L am yours, THoMas Merorum.”
Another is from the Inspector-in.Chief of Ab-
batoirs, Sydney, and says :— This is to certify
“ that Mr, Alex Gilchrist was emnployed as en-
* gineer and overseer, under my control, in this
“ department, for about eight years. During
* which time he proved himself a most respect-
“ able, faithful, and zealous officer. He now
“ lenves for North Qnecnsland, to take chnrge
“of gome guartz-crushing machinery, and
“ carries with him my very best wishes.—FreD.
« OarLEY, [nspector-ir-Chief, Department of
“ Coloninl Seeretary, of New South Wales.”
Another is dated from Ashfield (N.8.W.), 18th
May, 1890, and says :—* I have at all times
 found your professional reports to be borne
“out whether said reports were favorable or
“gtherwise. I have frequently entrusted you
"o with large sums of money, and have at all
« times found yon to be upright and conscien-
« {jous in your dealings. I maystate that this
* i3 the opinion of those whe are more immed-
« intely associated with me in mining affairs,.—
« Yours truly, F. CHissoLp.” Anotherlengthy
testimonial, which Ido not think I need read to
the House, states that Mr. Gilchrist has been
ten years connected with a Sunday.school in
Sydney, and that for more than half that time
be held the position of superintendent. I do
not pay very much attention to testimonials,
of that kind, myself, because any good-natured
parson would give a testimonial to & man when
he i: Jeaving the country. 1 have more testi-
monials from persens in this colony who are
acquainted with Mr. Gilehrist.  Mer. Alfred
Mayer, of Perth, tobacconist, says:—* In reply
« to your guestion, I beg to state that I have
«geen you daily and af all hours in my place
« of buginess. [ have never scen you in
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“ any way wunder the influence of drink,
*“and have always found you to be of
“gentlemanly conduct, and in every way
“respectalle, I am astomished to hear that
“ anything could ever have been snid to the
* contrary. . .~AuFReD MayER." 1 wmay
say that Mr, Mayer is in business in Howick-
street, and I can vouch for his respectubility.
The next testimonial ia from Mr. John Neil, a
sharebroker of some reputation in Perth, and
well-known to hon. members. He says :—*1
“ have, with every confidence, pleasure in stat-
* ing that, while acting as secretary of the
“ Exchange Club, you conducted yourself as a
* gentleman, and never were, during the time L
“ was a member or while acting as sccretary,
*reon nnder the influence of liquor. I may
“ mentionthat onr interviews weresf frequent
““gceurrence. T'o refute any such insinuations,
“you canatalltimes command my personalser-
 vices.— With kind regards, Jonw Nern."” Here
isanother »—** Perth, Tuesday, 4th June, 1894,
* Dear Sir,—A gentleman wheo is about re-
‘turning to the Eastern colonies has been ask-
* ing me whether 1 know you as a person ad-
““ dicted to drink. I told him that having
‘“known you for some ten years, I never saw
“ you the worse for liguor. In fact, I always
“ thought you the other way inclined.
“I mnever thought you were hot-headed
“ gnough, or impulsive ov foolish enough,
‘{0 allow drink to interfere with your
« multifarious mining undertakings” 1 will
not read the whoale of that, buy it is signed,
“T. Bruce, M.E., mineralogiat.” Thereisn
testimonial from three well kpown house.
holdera in Perth, who say: * We, the under-
* gigned, do hereby certify that we have aecen
“Mr. Alex. Gilchrist almost daily, and at all
* hours, during hia stay in Perth, and we have
* nover seen him with any signs of drink, nor
« yot with other than gentlemaaly conduet,
“ We nre surprised that any statement should
“have been made to the contrary. W. E.
“ Needham, Barrack-street; Robert Smith,
“ Barrack-street ; M. Roche, Hutt.street.”
Having read these to the House, T say
that, in getting testimounials, we must go
to persons who have mixed with Mr, Gilchrist
and we may be sure these persons would not
sign anything they did not believe to be true,
It has beeL necessary, in the interest of Mr.
Gilehrist, to somewhat anticipate what T feel
sure the Attorney-General is geing to place
before hon. members. That finishes all T have
to say on the matter, and I trnst that the
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Government and hon. members will give this
ease their full and earnest consideration, and
will allow no personal matters to affect their
judgment on the broad question of justice, but
will agrée with me in urging on the Government
torecompense Alexander Gilchristfor the injury
and irdignites he has suffered, by the errors
that have been committed in placing him in
gaol. He has been separated from his wife
and family, and I know they have been in
great distress of mind and body, over this
cage. I put it to nny hon. member whether,
while pway from relatives and friends, in n
strange conntry, he happened to be treated as
Mr. Gilchrist was treated at Geraldton, he
would not consider himself entitled to some
compensation. I put the cnse forwurd on the
broad principle of justice, and trust that the
Government will see their wny to give this
man something.

Tug ATTORNEY.GENERAL (Hon. S.
Bwt): T am very glad, Sir, that the hon.
member who has bronght forward the motion
in connection with this case took the oppor-
tunity of expressing himself in the way ho has
done with regard to the Government Resident
at Geraldton, Mr. Brown, [ am sure that
what he has said will be endorsed hy everyone
who enjoys Mr. Brown’s acquaintance. This
is a case of o most unusual character. Itis
put forward that, becavse a person has been
improperly convicted from a legal point of
view, he should at once make a claim on Par-
linment for compensation. Ido pot know of
any precedent for this, either here or any-
where else. It is usual for a person improperly
charged with an offence to bring an action for
malicious prosecution against the person whe
preferred the charge against bim, nnd that is
the counrse open to this man, Gilchrist, if he is
convinced there were no grounds for the
charge, and that it was made out of malice.
Personally, [ may sany at onee, thia is o case
in which T o not find it possible for me to
recommend any consideration whatever. Tf it
would be right to grant compensation o this
wan, we would have claims from all those
people who were committed for trial and
afterwards acquitted, or who were released on
the advice of the Crown Law Lepartment,
becanse of legal difficulties. In thie ease, some
newspapers huve made a great deal of eapital
out of what has occurred. It will be well if
hon. wembers have a short history of the case.
It appears that this man Gilchrist came hera
from New South Wales. He saw certain
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winers, and persuaded thew to joinan expedi-
tion to the North-West, where he was to find
gold, silver, dianmonds, and a!l the precious
metals and stones. He was even to secure
good stock runs. No douht he amply em-
bellished his story, and made it us attractive
ns possible. Afler hearing hig stories, and
after being told tbat other members of the
syndicate were Lord Percy Douglas and a
gentleman pamed Egre, two of the wen
Barker and Elwood, took o share each, paying
Gilehrist a sum of something like £62 10s, per
ghare, Gilchrist, after the expedition started,
stated that the paid up capital of the syndicate
was £1,000, and that he had a wrilten agree-
went with Lord Percy Douglas and others.
These men seem to have beliaved everything
Gilchrist told them, and do not appear to have
made any enqgniry as to the whereabouts of the
money or the agreement. Tt has always
struck me that people who go into these ven-
tures never do ask as many questions as they
should for their own protection. The charge
laid against Gilchvist was of obtaining the
sum of £62 10s. by false pretences ‘rom Barker,
and the chnrge was laid after another charge
had nlso been preferred against Gilclrist. The
depositions taken at Gernldton show how this
rman acted, and why the charge was laid.
After leaving Fremu.x':tle. saye Barker, and
“about eight o’clock on the morning of
our arrival in Geraldtun, prisener told
us he had left his belt in the bed oceupied hy
him on the night previons to leaving Fre-
mantle. ke told me that there were either
two hundred and seventyor three hundred
sovereigns in the belt. He said he had only
just discovered his loss. I usked him what
he proposed doing. He said he wounld haveto
go to Fremantle himself, ind get the woney,
and that he wished Elwood and me to go on
to Derby und wait there for him. We should
have had to wait at Derby from six to nine
days. He snid we might take the tent and
the tucker, and that he would take the re-
volvers, rifles, and shotguns, and charts, and
leave them ashore at Geraldton. I told him
I thought things were very unsatisfuctory,
and that T would like Lo see his agreement
with Lord Douglas and Mr. Eyre””  Gilchrist
appears not to have had that nyreement with
him, and he did not know where it wns. He
promised to refund Barker his money, but did
not do so. Barker proceeds to say that he
saw Gilehrist packing up certain things. He
says: “These wers, by the stautement
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of the aeccused, the property of the syndi-
cate. ‘They went to the railway sta-
tion. I went there with prisoner and saw
him labei thewm all for Perth, iu his own nome.
This was afcer prisoner snid he would pay my
money back. Before we left Perth he showed
me his sovereign belt and told me he intended
to carry the gold for the nse of the expedition
in that. I do not nmow believe that the
gtatements made to me by Gilchrist, upon
which 1 joined the expedition, were true. My
renson for not believing them was his failure
fo produce the decwinents which he said he
had, and his inability to state where they
were,” Barker’s evidence was not shaken on
cross-cxamination, and be repeated his state-
ment as to the paid-up capital, to the foreman
of the jury. Paul Elwood, the other man,
who joined the supposed syndicate, bore out
Barker's evidence, Elwood said, * The aceused
told Barker exactly what he told me. ., |, ,
I said thinge were unsatisfactory. Iasked him
to give me my money back, and I would leave
the expedition, and he said he would. He
proposed that we should go on to Derby, I
asked him to produce his written authority
from Lord Percy Douglas and Mr. Eyre, and
his agreement with them, and he could not
do 0. He said they might be in the Bank
or Mr. Eyre might have them, or
in fuct they wight be nnywhere for all he
knew, My impression then was, that there
wasno agreement existing, or writfen in-
structions, My impression was, that the
whole thing wasa hoax.” TUnder cross-exam-
ination, Elwood said, “ the accused represented
to we that he had been to the North-West
before, and knew where there was geod gold.”
The police evidence is to this effect:—*T1 gaw
five packagus clnimed by nccused a3 his at the
railway station. They were—one parcel of
firearms, a portmantenu of medicines, three re-
volvers, revolver cartridges, binoculars, two
portinantenns of ¢lothing, one of rugs, and one
of charts. Accused 3aid they were his pro-
perty. 'They were addressed to himself at
Parth. A sovercign belt came to me for
accnsed nt Fremantle, After I got it I called
the accused in, and we emptied it
out to see what it contained. While
emptying the sovereigns out, the accused
gaid, 1 think you will fnd sixty.five
sovereigns in it.” On counting, there
turned out to be mxty-six. In cross-examina.
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“ basis of this prosecution. Accused, when
¢ arrested, was in custody on another charge.”
It will be recollected that Gilchrist had said
he had 300 sovs, in the belt, and that there
was 4 poid up capital of 1,000 sove. The
latter, with the statement ahout Lord Parcy
Douglas, was the gist of the charge. Afrer
Gilehrist had been convicted, he wrote a letter
to the Rev. Mr. Rowe, who forwarded it to me.
[ said it would receive attemtion. Now, the
Geroldton Ezpress states that I had cometo n
decieion to release this man a month before the
decision was carried out, and that Gilchrist
had been treated with wanton cruelty. That
i3 not true. The facts mie that [ ro-
ceived the letter from the Rev. M.
Rowe on the 6th of the month, and two
days after I telegraphed for the information
cuncerning the case. [6 was forwarded to me
by teiegraph, nnd on the 9th I instructed the
police authorities to make certain enquiries as
This: wus forwarded to me on
the 15th. The very same day that I received
this informution, T forwarded my recommenda-
tion that he should be released,to the Cabinet,
and it wns considered at the very next meet-
ing of the Executive on the 22nd. On the
23rd the sheriff was notified that he was to
release Gilehrist, but that day was u holiday,
and the instrmetion was Dot carried intw
effect untii the 25th, so that there is nothing
whatever to support the suggestion that this
man was treated with any cruelty. In faect,
bhe wos treated quite the other way about.
Every expedition was used with regard to his
cgae. The bon. member for West Perth
has referred to the decision of the Supreme
Court. The fact with regard to that,
wns that the technical point was raised
18 to whether Gilchrist could be charged
with false pretences towards a partner.
Befora this point was considered, Gil-
christ bad been released on my recom-
mendation, although T must confess that
tuking the character of the man into consider.
ation, T feel that releasing him might mean
that he would do something worse than what
he had been charged with. However, thecase
was nob argued at the Supreme Court, but the
Chief Justice went ouni of his way to eay that
he agreed with the action of the executive in
discharging Gilchrist from custody, although
the deccision of the Resident Magistrate

. as to the power to bring the charge against

Gilchrist was upheld. This was all the
Supreme Court had to decide, and it was no
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business of the court what the Government did
outside of it. So fur as thic case is concerned,
I have attempted to supply all the informution
to all those who sought it. One gentleman
went to a grent deal of trouble in making an
independent investigation, and he appears to
have heep so satisfied thut I bhave heurd
nothing more from him. He certuinly is not |
supporting Gilchrist's appeal for compensation. .
When I recommended the relense of Gilchrist
on technical grounds, I said 1 was very sorry
to have to do so, because he bore o bad charae-
ter, At the smwue time, that opinion did not |
delay his velease five minutes. ‘T'hevextthing
we have is thut Gilchrist is paraded by Lhe
Geraldfon Hrpress as u martyr, and particular
stress is laad upon the fact that he was a
Sunduy-School tencher in the Scots’ Church,
Pitt-street, Syduey. ‘'lo-day we have had
some glowing testimonials vead, includiug one
frow a clergyman.

Mr., Woobp: I said I did not place much
reliance upon the testimoninls.

Tae ATIORNEY - GENERAL (Hon, S.
Burt) : You said he was a most respected
gentleman. Now, in the letter sent to we by
the Rev. Mr. Rowe, Gilchrist says:— Had I
“ beenaviciousor immoral mun 1 wounld not now
“have m my possession recent letters from
“ gentlemen who knew me for years, and are
“mnow prepared to fimance we in any thing I
“ advise,” and again “my accusers circulated
“abominuble lies about me, that I had
“sguandered the money in Perth, and pro-
“ bahly these lying slanders came to the ears
“of some of the jury whilst they were at
¢ liberty, during the adjournment. Now, Sir,
“ no mun breathing ever saw me intoxicated.”
After this, it iy interesting to see the rewl
churacter of this man who is so exalted in his
respectability, who nus never heen vicions or
immora!, and who has never Leen seen drunk.
‘I'hig is 2 portion of one of the police reports :—
¢ During Gilchrist's stay in Perth he wus con-
“ tinually about hotels, spending woney very |
“ freely, and passed himself off as the repre.
* gentative of u very wealthy prospecting
» gyndicate, which included such names as
“ Lord Percy Douglas, Sir John Dowwer,
« Hon. C. C. Kingston, and the Mayor of
“ Adelaide. Healso spent ugood deal of his
“ time in the company of prostitutes, whom
“ he used to drive nround the city, and was
«almost every night at a brothel kept
“ by Un one occasion he was
“ taken down hy a spieler named Darcy for
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“ £60 by means of a confidence trick. Darcy
“ gleared to the Eastern Colonics the same
“day.” Inanother report & Snb-Inspector of
Police snys: — “ For o little while after

" ** hig grrival, Gilchrist was very quiet, and

“ gave out that he was speculating in mines
* andmining propertiesand was connected with
*“ Lord Percy Douglas. tie ther commenced
“drinking and asscciating with prostitutes.
* He was on the Racecourse ot Perth at the
“ January meeting in a dirty and drunken
“ gtate, with a prostitute living
“ with Mbrs. Altogather his con-
“* dnet was disgraceful. Enquiry has heen
“ made ua to Gilchrist’s untecedents prior te
* his nrrival here, but no one appears to know
him.” This isonly part of what I know about
Mr. Gilchrist’s character. He appears to have
wisbehnved himself before he started on this
expedition. 'I'his might have little to do with
the charge against him, but it has a good deal
to do with the merits of any claim for compen-
sation. To give a man compensation, he
must be both entirely innocent and of
good character. I have no sympathies what-
ever with a man of the character of Gilchrist,

! and I think I have already said sufficient to

ghow that he iz not deserving of any
further clemency, much less iz he entitled
to compeneation. It must not be forgotten
thut while the Restdent Magistrate cndoubted-
ly presided on the Quarter Sessions, Gilchrist
was copvicted by the jury, and the Resident
Mugisteate forwarded the papers at once to
the law officers. This is the ordinary course
adopted, so that any legal errors may be
corrected. If there was any technical miatuke,
the Crown rectified it as speedily as posaible.
I'he charges made by the two men against
Gilchrist were probably small ones, but there
does not appear to be any doubt that he did
represent having wn agreement with Lord
Percy Douglas and a paid up capital of £1,000.
It is clear that the mon had pot the £1,000
which he said had been subscribed by the
syndicate, and all the damage he has suffered
to his character has been of his own muking.
I think that, instead of usking for compensa-
tivn and trying to hound down in the press
the men who have relessed him from gaol, he
should be grateful for biaving got his lilerty
without bringing his case beifore the House,
I think that hon. members will see that thig
is not 1 cuse for any compensation whatever,

Mg. LEAEKE : I think that the explanation
given by the Hon. the Attorney-Generul has
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thrown so much light upon the ease hrought
hefore the House by the hon. member for West
Perth, that I dv not adire the discretion of
the hon, wember, if he moved the adjonrnuient
in order to veuntilate the wlleged grievance
ofter having seen the papers which have
Lbeen rend by the Attorney-General. [ ean
hard.y imagine that the hon. member counld
have thought that any good could come out
of hie artion on this question if he had been
fully inforined of all the facts of the case, and
! regret that the hon. member shou!d have
suggested that T am against justice heing
done to any man.

Mx. Woon: No! Not

Mg. CoogworTHY . | did nut heur it.

LABSEMBLY.j

Mr. LEAKE: | sghenld perhaps not have ‘

tpoken on this subject had it not been for the
observations of the hon. member for West
Perth, hut it scems tv me that the hon. mem-
her rushes in where sngels wonld fenr to tread.
This Mr. iichrist came to me abwout his ease,
and T advised hiw that he had no chunes of
getting compensution, but, having satisfied
myself thet he had not heen technically gnilty
of false pretences, 1 t.ld him that the best
thing he cou'd do would he to apply to the
Govermment for a pardon. I believe he took
my advice, but the Attoroey-General did not
conkider that the case was one in which n pur-
don should be granted. The matter is not
one that shonld bebronght hefore this Honge
in the form of a claim for compensution, and T
must protest against the House heing made
the medinm ot such applications as this one,
and the bringing of thewr forward can do no
public good whatever, but only havm. Tt is
not right that this Honse should Le made use
of in this purticulsy way, tud [ blame the hon,
member for ullowing himeelf to be used in
this instauce, und for the loss of time that has
baen oceasioned.

Mr, WOOD: ! should just like to say
a few wordainreply, The Hon. the Attorney-
General has given a very clenr iecount of the
ease from his standpoint, but | may say that
before the facts were we fully known as they
now are to hon. memlers, there were o great
maeny people in Perth und other portions of
the coluny who thought that Gilchrist was a
very budly-used man, and my sole reason for
bringing the matter forward was in order to
have it fully explained. and the public will
now be ab’e to judge for themselves, after
having heard Loth sides of the case, The hon.
mewber for Albupy 1ns thenghs fit io blame

—— e
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me a good deal for having brought the case
forward, but had I not breught it forwanrd, 1
shonld, to a certain extent, have had to htame
myself, because the casa had the appearance
of injustice heing done to a fellow subject.

Me. Syupson: You had seen the Attorney-
General and knew the case.

Me. WOOD: I had not eeen the reports
which have heen reand; the Attorney-General
told me of them. [ did not rend them.

Mg, Simesow: That is a very
excuse.

M=r. WOOD: [tisnot o lame excuse, I had
before me evidence of this man’s satisfactory
eareer in the other colonies, und I maintain
that the testimonials he produces amply
justified me in bringing this matter forward.
I presume that 1 have lost my case--that it
has fullen 1o pieces in the hunds of the
Attorney-General, but I feel that I have dis-
cherged my duty to a fellow-citizen, whatever
hiz position may be, whether it is high, or
whether it is low, and [ hepe that | shall
always tey to get justice done tn any man,
whether he is in a lowly or an exalted station
of life. I have done my duty, and I wnch
regret that evidence has heen forthcoming
which has caused the subject to take o
different course from that in which it was
presented to me when the matier was brought
under my notice, Under the circumstunces I
will, by leave of the House, withdraw my
motion.

Motion, was by leave, withdrawn.

lame

SUSPENSIUN OF STANDING ORDERS.

"Ine PREMIEX. (Hon. SirJ. Forrest) moved,
“ That, in ovder to expedite business, the
Standing Orders relating to the passing of
Public Bills, and the considerution of Messuges
from the Legislative Council, be suspended
during the remuinder of the session.”

Motion put and passed.

WATER AND ELECTRIC WORKS LICENSE
BILL.
Tantroduced by the PREMIER, and read a firsh
time,

AFPOINTMENT OF COMMISSION
FENCING LANDS.

Mr. LEFROY : I beg to move "“that an
Address be presented to His Excellency the
Administrator, requesting him te appoint a
Commisgion to sit during the recess, for the
purpose of examining into the Fencing Laws,

re
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with the view of formulating a measure to
meet the altered circumstances of the colony,
on Lhe lines of the Fencing Bill lately with-
drawn from the Legislative Assembly.” [t
will be within the recoltection of hon. mem.
bers that several offorte have leen made to
bring into operation legislation dealing with
the fencing of land which is year by year be-
coming a more important suhbject for this
Houae to deal with, as settlement proceeds in
various parts of the country.  As, 8o far, no-
thing practical has come out of the ateps
which have been taken to place a Feucing
Act upon the Statute Book, I huve framed this
reselution with u view to enabling the House
next session to arrive at a definite unpder-
stunding on the matter. 'I'wo sessions ago,
on the 18th July, 1893, My, Throssell cxerted
himself, knowing the need of the cuuntry for
a Fencing Act, to push the subject forward.
On that ocension, as Hansard sintes—* Mr.
“ Throssell, in accordance with notice, asked
* the Attorney-General whether it was the
“ intention of the Government to introduce,
“this segsion, a Bill to amend the Fencing
“ Laws in such a manner as to assimilate the
“laws of this volony with the Fencing Laws
“of the other Australisn colonies.” The
Attorney-General  (Hon., &. Burt) replied
* that the Government had recaived no repre-
* aentution whatever upon the subject, and,
* at present, did not 1ntend to introduce legis-
 lntion on the matter” Later on in the same
seesion, on the 27th July, Mr. Throssell moved
the following resolution:—*'I'hat in the
“ opinion of this House it is desirable 1o the
“intaecest of land settlement that the laws
“ relating to the fencing of Jand be provided
*“on the lines of the ‘Fencing Ball of 1881,
“apd that the Government should introduce a
“ measure for thut purpose, if possilile, during
“the present session of Parliament.” The
resolution was agreed to, bnt nothing further
was done thnt year, owing to the late period
of the session, and the pressure of other
Government husiness. When this session
opened and the Vice-Regul Speech contained no
reference to any intention on the part of the
Government to deal with the fencing laws,
Mr. Throssell, on the 16th July, in uccordance
witn notice, asked the Premier whether it waa
the intention of the Government to introduce
a Fencing Bill during the present session of
Parliament. 'The Premier (Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) replied that the Government hoped
to be able to do so, and the Goverament intro-
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duced the Bill on the 12th September. The
measure was read a second time on the motion
of the Premier, but, at thia stage, owing to
want of time, the Kill was nbandoned. I fully-
admit that the Government have done all that
we have asked them to do, but, at the same
time we are no nearer the passing of a
Fencing Bill than we were two years ngo. We
certainly vequire legislation in this direction,
for the only Act dealing with the fencing of
land that is in force in this colony, is one
pessed in the reign of Willinm the Fourth,
which relates to the fencing of town allotinents,
and also we havea few clauses in our 'I'respass
Act. But it hus been considered for some time
that fresh legislation is necessary now that
the rurnl population is increasing, und large
estates, including those which are being
alienated from the Crown, are being sub-
divided. As the question in this Honse has
been surrounded with some difficalty, it has
been auggested that if it were, in the first
place, threshed out by & Commission com-
posed of practical men, & good deul of valunble
preliminary work would be done for the
guidance and assistance ol the House when o
Fencing Bill, which wonld probably embody
the chief recommendations of the Commission,
came before the House. With this object, I
would ask those hom. mewmmbers whose con-
stituents are interested in the fencing of land,
to support the proposal to sappoint a Com-
mission to consider the subject, and [ have
much p’ensure in moving the motion stunding
in my veme.

Tue ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt}: The Goverument hive no objection to
this motion. We shall be very happy, when
another Fencing Bill is befors the House, to
have before us the views of those who are
conversunt with a subject Jike this, with which
we shall have quite encugh to do before we
are finished with it. The matter will receive
atlention during the recess.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : I hardly think thot
the details of a Fencing Hill is u subject of so
complex and naticnal n character that it is
necessary or fitting to appoint a Royal or a
Specinl Commission to deal withit. ~ucha
(‘ommission should, in wy opinion, only be
appointed when very lurge issues ure at stake
on which there is great diversity of opinion,
snd upon which it is desirable to arrive ag
something like a general consensus of opinion,
T cannot vote for the appointment of a Com-
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mission apon so sunple a matter as the one
before the House.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROW X LANDS
{Hon, A. K. Richardson): Although a Fencing
Bill is not a question of high politics, it is one
of much praclical value to the country, and
one upon which practical men acguainbed
with the detauls of the subject could give evi-
dence, and malte recounnendations which hon.
memhbers might either accept or reject ng their
wisdom wonld dictate. The preparation of a
Fencing Bill which will do justice to allclnsses
of landhalders and meetthe peculiar eircum-
atances of the varionys divisions of the colony
is A matier of some difficulty, and the details
of such 2 mexsure muy be more searching'y
enquired into and formulated, in the firat place,
by & amall body like a Comwission, than by
discussion in a large Assembly such as this
House. Of course, if the vecommendations of
the Comwission de¢ not commend themselves
t0 hon. memhers, nothing would comeof them,
but I think that information which would be
valunble to the House would be collated by
the Commission which wae are asked to appoint,
and would throw light upon some of the difti-
culties wlngh, in the disenssion of other
Feneing Bills, have presented themselvea to
this {ouse,

Motinn put and passed.

MESSAGES FROM THE LEGISLATIVE
GOUNCIL.

EXCOURAGEMENT OF PRODUCTION OF VEGKTANLES,
I'he foliowing Message was delivered to nnd

read by Mr. Speaker :—
MR. SPEAKER,

The Legislative Council informs the Leyis-
lative Assembly that it has thia day agreed to
the fallowing resolution, in which it desires
the concurrence of the Legislative Assembly:
*“''hat, in the opinon of this House, it is de-
sirable that the Government should enquire as
to the bess steps to tulie to encourage the pro-
duction nud preservation of vegetables*

GEC. SHENTORN,
President.
Legislative Council Chamber,
Perth, Bth October, 1895.
THE BUILDIXG AcT, 1884.

The following Message was delivered to and
read by Mr. Speaker:—
Mg. SFEARER,
The Legiglniive Councii

CASSEMBLY ]

acquaints  the |

Mines Regulation Bill.

Legislative Assewbly that it has agreed to
the undermentioned Hill, without amend-
ment -—

“An Act to amend *'The Building Act
1884,

GEO. SMENTOXN,
President.
Legislative Council Chamber,
Parth, 8th Octoher, 1893,
CONCURHENCE [N HESOLUTIGN 7€ ABOLITION OF
ABORIGINES PROTECTION BOALD.

The following Mesaage wus delivered toand

read by Mr. Speaker:—
Mg=. SPEAEER,

The Legislative Uouncil informs the Legis-
lutive Assembly, in reply to the Legislative
Assembly’s Message No. 43, forwarding a
Memorial to the Right Honorable the Secre-
tary of State tor the Colonies in regard to the
reservation of the Royal Assent io “ The Con-
stitution Act Further Amendment Bill” passed
during the last Session of Parliament, that it
agrees to the said Memorial, which is returned
herewith.

GEo. SHENTON,
Prasident.
Legislutive Council Chamber,
Perth, 8th Gelober, 1895,

On the motion of the ATTORNET-GENERAL,
it was ordered that an Address be presented
to His Excellency the Administrator, request-
ing him to forward the Resolution of Parlia-
ment te the Right Honorable the Secretary
of State for the Colonies,

MINES REGULATION BILL.
THIRD READING.

Tue ATUIOBNEY.GENERAL (Hon 8.
Burt) moved that the Bill be now read a third
time,

Me. MORAN : Although it is rather late in
the day to take any action upon this Bill, [
think it is my duty to inform the House that
I have to-day received very important infor-
mation from the lending mining hody om the
goldfields. I allude to the Coolgardie
Chamber of Mines and Commerce, the mewm-
bers of which took a lively interest in this
measure, and who comprise men of very wide
mining experience in this and other parts of
the world. The information i under the form
of resolutions of the Chamber which that
body is anxious to have incorporated in the
Bill before it becomes Jaw, but, although the
suggestions which are muade throngh me to
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this House nre very practicable and valuable,
L fear that the action of the Chamber has been
too Jute for the nmendment of the Bill, seeing

8 OcroBes, 1895. )

that that measure has passed through com- -

mittee, and that amotion to read it a third
time is now before the chair, and I have sent a
reply to this effect to theChwmber. At the same
tiwe, T am glad to say that the recommen-
dations of the Chwmmber coincide precisely
with those which T and the hou, mewber for
Nannive have from time to time urged upon
this House, in pointing oul the objects of the
Hil), aud as representing very fully at leust
the eupitalistic side of mining in this colony,
the views of the Cooleardie Chumber of Mines
and Comuerce ave worthy of careful consider-
utiou. 'Fhe fivsk paragraph of the letter is es-
pecinlly important. It bears on what I saidon
the second reading of the Bill. Ifis as follows:—
“I have the honor 1o nforin you that Iam
instructed by the Committee of thisChamber to
bring te your notice 1he fulllowing alteratione
which it hug been deemed depirnble should be
mude in the Rill at present before Parlia-
ment entitled “* An Act to provide for the
regulations and inspections of Mives und
Colleries.” In the opinion of this Chamber,
this Bill, in its present form, would be ¢uite
unworkable. It is practically the Act as at
present in force in Queensland, where gold-
ticlds ure ob limited area; the bouadaries
of the guld-Learing portion well defined,
and ndequate meuns of communicution exist,
Then the lebter goes on to say, “ Even in
Queensland, great difficulty has been ex-

perienced in the administration of this Act,

which, ton great extent, remains o dend letter,
it being an uncoemmwon thing for the inspector
to visit outlying districts only once in twelve
wonths. The extent of the goldfields in
Western Australia is abuply enormous, and
every day are extending their boundaries and
making the administrution of any Act velnting
to Ltheinspection of mines & matter of great
difiendty. [ think hon. members will
remewber that I made use of these very
words on the second reading of the Bill, in
pointing out the difference in the conditions
of mining 1n Queensland and in Western
Australia, where the gold-bearmmg couniry ex-
tends over such a very large aren. 1 pointed
out to the Attorney-General that the Bill
was being altered i such a way that it
would only be applicable to emall settled
centres. But 1 bave written to the Chawmber
of Mives and Commerce regretiing thak
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earlier action was not taken for the beiter
shaping of the Bill, and telling them that |
think the Government have suflicient know-
ledge of the character of the goldfields of this
colony to adopt my suggestion to anake the
Act we are about to pass applicable oniy Lo
small districts. 1 think I have doue my duty
in bringivg the suggestiona of the Chuuber
before the House, and I trust that the pro-
visions of the Bill which ure objected to will
only be enforced in those places where the
conditions of mining are to some extent be-
coming defined and deterwined, for there will
be no possibility of applying them to the out-
lying districts, nor utility in doing so, if it
weve possible. I hope that the Chamber will
feel re-assured by thie explanation,

Question put and passed, and the Bill read
& third time.

Ordercd—"'hat u« message be trupsmitled
to the Legislative Council, informing them
thut the Assewbly had agreed to the Bill with
amendments; in which amendments the
Assembly desired the coneurrence of the
Legislative Couneil,

STOCK DISEASES BILL,
THIRD READING.
Bill read o third time and trunswmitted to
the Leyislative Council.

ENGINE SPARKS FIRE PREVENTION BILL.
Report adopted.
Bill read a third time, and fransmitted to
the Legislative Council.

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING-CHAIRMAN OF
COMMITTEER,

Tug SPEAKER said the Chairman of Com-
mittees had been obliged to go wway on
lmsiness, and had asked him .o take the
Chair in Committees. He would be glad to
do so, if tle House raised no objection.

Tae PREMIER (Hon_ Sir J. Forrest) moved,
“ that, in the absence of the Chairman of Com-
mittees, the Hon. the Speaker should take the
Chair. ”

Question pui and passed.

LUOAN ESTIMATES, 1895-6.
[N COMMITTEE.
Consideration of the Loan Estimates re-

sumed.
Vote—* Loan, 1894, £758,612 9s. 11d."—
further considered.
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Vote put and passed without comment,
and resolutions ordered to be reserted.

Tue AcriNg-Cialkmanx reported that the
committee hud considered the Loan Estimates,
and had vuted & sam of £863,460 7s. 7d. out
of Loan funds for expenditure duving the
year ending June 30, 1896.

Report adopted.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
the practice bad been hitherto to forward i
copy of the Estimates-in-Chief to ihe Legis-
lative Council for the information of hon.
members of that House, and he suggested
that n copy of the Lonn Estimates ns passed,
should now be sent in like wanuey, inorder to
assist the wembers of the Legislative Council
in considering the Appropriation Hill.

Tue SPEAKER said all that could be dows
would be to send a copy to the Legislative
Council, simply for the information of the
hon. mewbers of that House.

'\ DIOURNMENT.
The House adjourned nt 6.12 v'clock, p.m,

!l'

Eegislative Couucls,
Wednesday, 9th October, 1893.

Suspension of Ntanding Orders—Collie Conlfields
Ratlway Bill : second veading: committee ; thivd
readiing—Doigybrook-Lridgetown Railwey 0l
second reading ;  commitive ;
Goldfieids Il -
flectorel Bl second reading ; comnittee—
Putlic Health Act Further Amcdmond Bl
second reading ; conmrittee— Mines Reyrlation
Bl s Legislative Assendly’s wmeudiicnto—Fie-
yine Spavics Fire Prevention Lill ; fivst yoadiuy
~—~Stock  DHseases Hill : first veading ; second
reading— Adjourimeit.

third reading —
second reading ; comarittee—

Tre PRESIDEN'T (Hon. Sir G. Shenton),
took the chair at 4.30 o’clock, p.m.

SUBSPEXSION OF STANDING ORDERS.

fuz MINIS| ER ¥OR MINES (Hon. E.H. |

[COUNCIL.]

Collic Ratliay Bill.

Wittenoom) moved, *"I'hat in order to expedite
business, the Standing Ovders relating to the
passage of Bills and the consideration of Mes-
sages received frowm the Legislative Assembly,
be suspended for the remainder of the session,
He said : The object of this motion is to enable
us to talke into conmstderation any Bills or
Messages as they couie to us from the Legis-
lative Assembly, and thus enable the Govern-
nent to expedite the work of the sergion.
Question put and passed.

COLLIE COALFIELDS RAILWAY BILL.
SHCOND READING.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E, H.
Wittenoom): Hon. members will remewmber
that this Bill was Lrought before the House
last year, and that, on that occasion, the
Governinent guve a promise that no funds
should be expended until the queation of the
value of the conl deposits ha 1 been thoroughly
tested. Hon. members, however, did not see
their way to pass the Hill, and singe then a
great deul of tiwe and money has Leun ex-
pended by the Govermwent to test the field.
Lust ycar hon. members did not think that
the discoveries, as far ns they were then known,
warranted the expenditure, but now, [ believe,
we nre almost all agreed that the coul is of that
quality that should warrant the construction
of the line. If hon. members will turn to page
11 of the report of the Department of Mines,
they will see some of the results of the tests
which had been made. It will be geen that
a comparison has been made between New,
HSouth Wales, Victorian, and Collie coal.
Having dealt with the figures, the Geologist
aays :(—* That from this it will be seen that
“the average of 12 sauiples, mostly taken from
“ the outcrop, nre very nearly as good as those
“from the Victorian mines, whilst the best
" gample from the Collie is better than any
* Victorinn coal, and very vearly as good as
* the average of the 94 samples uf New South
“ Wales coal now in the market. After allow-
“ing for loss of fuel in converting contained
“ moisture into steam, they bear the following
“gomparisen to one another :—

“ Loss per 100 tons—New South Wales, 11
“ per cent. ; Victoria, 15 per cent, ; average of
“12 samples of Collie, 17'5 per cent.; best
“snmple of the Collie eoal, 11-15 per cent.
“The best sample of Cullie coal is therefore
* half a ton inferior to the average New South
" Wales couls, and three and a half tons better
* than the Victarian coals.”



